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Laos: the Reality 
of the Struggle 


Laos: Its strategic bases, its tin, its rice and its precious teakwood are 
lost to the imperialists. With a long tradition of struggle and 23 years of 
a cruel fight, the Laotian people’s war for their liberation has not stopped; 
it is advancing quietly amid the Yankee bombs and artillery. 

A victim of a French invasion in 1893 (beginning in 1893 they sent 
several exploration missions which ran into Laotian resistance), the country 
became a colony and began to live under extreme poverty and oppression. 


From that moment on, the Laotian people began a long and glorious 
struggle against foreign aggression and for the winning and safeguarding 
of national independence. Proof of the unyielding spirit of the Laotian people 
can be seen in the armed insurrection against the French colonialists which 
began in 1901 in Savannakhet and in Lower Laos under the guidance of Pho 
Ka Douat, an insurrection which freed the province of Xien Khouan (Upper 
Laos) between 1918 and 1922 under the leadership of Bat Chay, freed the 
province of Lao Theung in 1910 under the leadership of On Keo and con- 
tinued on under the guidance of Komadan until 1937. 

Later, under the “double yoke” of the French colonialists and the Japan- 
ese fascists, the people of Laos, led by its best sons, carried out the general 
insurrection of August, 1945. Taking advantage of the propitious moment 


when the Japanese fascists had to surrender during the Second World War, 
the people rebelled and took power. A provisional government was set up 
and on October 12, 1945, they proclaimed the independence of Laos. But the 


French colonialist did not relax their effort to reconquer the country and the 
same date marked the initiation of a new resistance of the Laotian people 
which lasted nine years (1946-1955). These were nine trying years for the 
people in which they had to overcome indescribable difficulties proving that 
the Laotian people never admit defeat. Since 1947 they have established 
numerous guerrilla bases in all the provinces and this constituted the prelude 
to the triumph cf the revolutionary forces. 

During the National Laotian Congress in August of 1950, in which the 
Central Committee of the National United Front or the Neo Lao Itsala Froni 
was elected, a 12-point political program was adopted and a Resistance 
Government by Prince Souphanouvong was formed. This constituted a great 


step forward in the coordination of the patriotic movement and permitted 
the struggle to develop rapidly. 

The victories won by the Pathet Lao Army and the people of Laos, 
together with those won by the peoples of VietNam and Cambodia against 
the French colonialists, forced the latter to sign the 1954 Geneva Agreements 
that brought peace once again to Indochina. The nine countries that signed 
the agreements, including France and the United States, solemnly recognized 
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Laos, Cambodia 
and Viet Nam. 


But the U.S. imperialists had begun to intervene in Laos as early as 
1951, when the defeat of the French Expeditionary Corps became inevitable. 
At that time they began to give aid to and to corrupt the puppet government 
so that with that government they could establish a new kind of colony and 
utilize Laos as a military base for their aggressions in Southeast Asia. 


The U.S, imperialists tried in vain to undermine the 1954 Geneva Con- 
ference, after repeatedly violating the agreements and utilizing all their 
resources to sabotage its being put into effect. From the beginning their job 
has been to send in advisers and to step up aid to and organization of the 
puppet armed forces along with napalm bombing by U.S. aircraft. 

In January, 1954, months before the Geneva Agreements, U.S. Secretary 
of State, John Foster Dulles, had said: “The U.S. interests in the Far East, 
from the strategic point of view, are closely tied to what are called the chain 
of off-shore islands. This chain includes two continental bases: Korea, in the 
North, and possible, Indochina in the South.” 


With these words John Foster Dulles outlined the pattern for what 
was to be U.S. policy in Indochina in the immediate future. 

When the Geneva Agreements were signed President Eisenhower an- 
nounced that “the United States does not consider itself a part of nor bound 
by the decisions of the Conference”. 

Words were converted into deeds. 

Washington set about at once to win over vacillating elements within 
the so called neutralist forces. It already controlled the rightists and wanted 
to strengthen their positions. 

Washington’s plans were aimed at winning over the followers of Souvan- 
na Phouma, the Prime Minister of the Provisional Government, and with this 
to annihilate the Nao Lao Itsala in its bases in the provinces of Sam Neua 
and Phong Saly. 

After two years of resistance, the U.S. plans failed. 

A second National Congress of the Laotian people was called and there 
the Neo Lao Haksat was formed. The Neo Lao Haksat is a broader organiza- 
tion that encompasses all those who are true patriots, willing to fight for the 
independence of their country. 

In 1956 and 1957 two other attempts were made to reach an agreement 


among the three Laotian groups: the rightists of Prince Boun Oum, the 
neutralists of Phouma and the Neo Lao Haksat. 


Once more the United States sabotaged these attempts. 


In 1962, after meetings in the Valley of Jars and Zurich, it was agreed to 
hold another conference on Laos in Geneva out of which came new agree- 
ments ratifying the Laotian people’s right to independence and self- 
determination. 


The new agrements culminated in the tripartitie government of the Na- 
tional Union made up of three forces. 

Nevertheless, a little later, Washington sabotaged the new agreements 
and brought about the failure of the National Union Government. 


The various camps became more clearly defined. Within the neutralist 
group —after the rightist coup d’etat which established Phouma as Prime 
Minister— the true patriots joined the Neo Lao Haksat. 


Phouma and a small group, which continued to call themselves neutralists, 
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in practice allied themselves with rightist elements and made an ailiance with 
the United States. 


Today, the Laotian people, under the leadership of the Neo Lao Haksat, 
continue carrying on their struggle against U.S. aggression and the traitors 
of the Vientiane regime in spite of all the difficulties. 


The liberated area, which includes two thirds of the territory and a half 
of the population, has been consolidated even more. 


From the beginning of this year, when the dry season began, the United 
States and the Phouma regime launched operations against the liberated area 
which were repelled, while at the same time, the patriotic forces reconquered 
old territories formerly in their possession. 


The U.S. attempts to occupy the strip of Lower Laos that would join its 
bases in Thailand with those in South Viet Nam have been frustrated by the 
Laotian patriots. 


In reprisal the United States Air Force became even more merciless in its 
attacks against the liberated area and the population residing there, 


The United States Air Force flies daily missions over the liberated territory 
of Laos, trying to destroy life and force the Laotian people to surrender. 

“Unite the entire people in the struggle for national liberty, for the 
achievement of democratic liberties on the basis of the union of the different 
sectors of the population, essentially the workers and farmers.” 

This was stated in the political report approved by the First National 
Congress of Laos which gave birth to the Neo Lao Itsala in 1948. 

All that tradition of the past and present struggle explains the Laotian 
people’s determination to fight until they achieve total victory. 

This is a brief glance at the history of Laos. It is a country of mountains 
and jungles, with a land area of 231000 square kilometers. The Sai Phu 
Luong (‘the Indochina Mountain Range) serves as a natural boundary on the 
east with Viet-Nam, extending for more than 2000 kilometers. 

Laos also borders on China, Burma, Cambodia and Thailand. 

The country occupies a position whose particular importance did not 
escape the French and the Japanese in the past nor has it escaped the U.S. 
imperialists today, who have defined it as a “dagger piercing the heart oF 
Indochina”. 


Several plains extend over the valleys or along the Mekong River, which 
cuts through the country from north to south. 

The country abounds in mineral resources: lead, coal, gold and rock salt. 
Its flora is rich and the jungles which cover two thirds of the country 
contain varied precious woods, among which teakwood is outstanding. 

The inhabitants of the plains dedicate themselves to agriculture, cattle 
raising and fishing. Their principal crops include rice, cotton, tobacco, coffee, 
white mulberries and garden crops. The inhabitants of the plains and the 
mountains cultivate burned out areas and hunt. It has a population of about 
3 million and is made up of 60 nationalities. According to ethnic origin they 
can be classified in three principal groups: the Lao Loum, Lao Soung and 
Lao Theung. The first group lives predominately on the plains, along the 
vivers and in communication centers. The second group lives on the edge of 
the jungles and in the foothills of the mountains. The last group lives high 
up in the mountains. 

The Laotian people have a brilliant centuries-old culture formed through 
centuries of struggle and work. The French colonialists in the past and the 
U.S. imperialists today have always tried to corrupt that culture. The results 
of their work is that 95% of the population is illiterate and 75% addicted 
to opium. 

Today the Laotian people know that only the total liberation of their 
country from the yoke of the imperialists and their lackeys can open the way 
for the economic and cultural development of Laos. 

Under the leadership of the Neo Lao Haksat, the Laotian people have 
crushed the imperialists’ plans and activities and have won great victories. 


The successes and the consolidation of the liberated areas are a 38 ‘eer E 


for the imperialist agressors. 
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Guatemala’s 
Experience 


Within the framework of the Guatemalan revolution there have been 
events which when grasped only sketchily or without an understanding of 
all the internal relationships, could make the panorama or the Guatemalan 
revolutionary movement confusing and not very edifying. Therefore, a brief 
glance at these events and some explanations are necessary for a better 
understanding of the true state of the revolutionary movement. 

The events to which we are referring are: the break between the Rebel 
Armed Forces (FAR) and the Guatemalan Workers Party (PGT); the forma- 
tion of the FAR command; the later unification of the latter with the 
November 13 Revolutionary Movement under the name of the Rebel Armed 
Forces; and the formation of the Revolutionary Armed Forces (also FAR) 
by the PGT. 

The break between the FAR and the PGT apparatus is the culmination 
of a long process of divergences first and of conflict later, resulting from 
the two concepts prevalent in the Guatemalan Revolutionary Movement and 
produced by different class reactions in the face of historic happenings that 
make an open confrontation without half-way measures between the people 
exploited to a point of destitution and the exploiters urgent and unavoidable, 
In order to place at the service of the revolutionary war a structure and 
a policy designed for another type of struggle —once the internal struggle 
has been pushed to its limits without success — a process of breaking away 
must first take place and later a process of transition toward the creation 
of a new organization capable of representing in the course of the war the 
interests of the people and carrying them to victory. In other words, the 
revolutionary war has to be organized and directed in a revolutionary way 
and by the revolutionary combatants themselves. 

In the Guatemalan experience the real participants —direct or indirect— 
in the nucleus of the central leadership of the Communist Party in the events 
that marked stages of advancement in the revolutionary war has been 
completely nil. It is enough to say that this leadership was incapable of 
establishing war policy. Nevertheless, it has been a source of inspiration (or 
of imposition as happened in the case of the electoral support for the present 
brutal Yankee puppet government who governs (Guatemala) to the strategic 
directives that slowed down the development of the war and led to setbacks. 
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This break, independent of other circumstances that occurred around it, 
was a necessity for the revolutionary movement. Here is what Lenin had 
to say regarding the social democratic parties of the II International, which 
also attributed to themselves — after having conciliated with the bourgeoisie— 
the genuine representation of the proletariat: “It is necessary to proceed to 
the building of a revolutionary organization —this is demanded by the 
changed historical situation, it is demanded by the epoch of proletarian 
revolutionary action— but it is possible to proceed in this direction only 
over the heads of the old leaders, the stranglers of revolutionary energy, 
over the heads of the old party, by destroying it”. (Lenin. The Collapse of 
the Second International). (The emphases are Lenin’s.) 


The formation of the FAR Command is part of the effort aimed at 
building a revolutionary structure capable of fulfilling the need for leadership 
and organization of the war that the old party could not provide. It is not 
possible, of course, to maintain that the development of a powerful, armed 
revolutionary movement will be effected immediately as a result of the liber- 
ation from the tutelage of opportunism, Only concrete and effective revo- 
lutionary actions can orient and reorganize the masses, bases and partisan 
activities in the wake of these internal upheavals that generally occur within 
the leadership of the movement, within the heart of tiny minorities. Without 
practical, organized and conscious revolutionary action, moments of paralysis 
and stagnation can very well occur. 


The organic unification of the FAR and the November 13 Revolutionary 
Movement is not an effective step. As antecedents to that unification we can 


point out the trial and expulsion of Trotskyite cadres of the Latin American 
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Bureau of the IV International —for embezzlement of funds and for respon- 
sibility in slowing down the revolutionary action— carried out by Major 
Marco Antonio Yon Sosa in the November 13 Revolutionary Movement; the 
reciprocal visits made by Majors César Montes and Yon Sosa to their res- 
pective fronts of operation; the document signed by both on the occasion of 
the death of Major Ernesto Che Guevara; and finally, the discussions held 
by the leaders of both organizations after the break between the FAR and 
the PGT. The unification constituted an important step organically although 
there are still ünsolved problems pending on other levels. The existence 
of this unity establishes the basic identity of the movement-in-arms, the 
effort being made by both to set things right once and for all in the course 
of the people’s revolutionary war and to overcome the crisis and setbacks 
suffered. The sequels to the preceeding period are complex and weighty. 

The creation of the Revolutionary Armed Forces by the PGT four months 
after the break with the Rebel Armed Forces was announced in public 
documents of the PGT Political Commission (March 1, 1968) and the Confer- 
ence of the Revolutionary Armed Forces (April, 1968) labelling the break 
as an internal division which occurred in the heart of the FAR, between a 
“minority of adventurers”, and a majority that maintains a “unified attitude”. 
For this reason the “majority” established the Revolutionary Armed Forces. 

This calls for clarification and comment. 

With the break between the FAR and the PGT 50% of the members of 
the Central Committee of the latter and 40% of the members of its Political 
Commission resigned. So which entity became divided? 

The lack of a policy, of a strategy, and in the face of vague tactics, the 
leadership of the PGT has deliberately sought polemic and confusion around 
the initial FAR, duplicating them as if it were a dispute over a commercial 
patent. Nothing could expose the essence of their policy more clearly. 

The accusations of “adventurism”, “desperation”, and “anarchy” against 
those who can do no less than recognize the “merits of the driving force of 
the armed struggle” is also a general tonic on this continent. This is how they 
have qualified the guerrillas in Bolivia, Venezuela, Pert, Colombia and Ni- 
caragua. It is also a common practice to play on petty bourgeois nationalist 
feeling by making a point of ‘foreign influence.” The conservatives have 
always tried to detract from the role of the vanguard through name calling 
and diatribes. 

The Guatemalan revolutionary movement is reconstructing and elabo- 
rating its first experiences. All these political factors —both positive and 
negative— that go into the replacement of the old instruments of struggle 
with new revolutionary forces have to be taken into Account. The steps that 
are being taken, as the declaration signed jointly by Majors Yon Sosa and 
César Montes states, are leading in the direction of the teachings that Che 
bequeathed to the revolutionary movement — his concept of the revolu- 
tionary struggle, his guerrilla strategy, his implacable hatred for imperialism, 
his unyielding proletarian thinking, his communist vision of man. 
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Ben Barka: 

his Presence 

in the National 
Liberation Struggle 


This October 29th marks the third anniversary of the kidnapping and 
murder of El Mehdi Ben Barka. It was the year of the gory events in March 


in Morocco, of Colonel Mobutu's coup in the Congo-Leopoldville, of the 
challenge hurled at the leaders of the African Unity Organization by a small 
racist minority in Rhodesia and of the preparation for the First Tricontinental 
Conference. The relationship between those and other similar events and 
the assassination of Ben Barka is obvious. 


Ben Barka was 45 years old when he disappeared and to a rebellious 
spirit 45 years in the Morocco of this century are enough to fully participate 
in the most important stages of recent national history. As a result of the 
famous conference of Algeciras (1906), the French protectorate was imposed 
on Morocco in 1912: Beginning with the 20's, the resistance to foreign 
domination became more organized and as a result it became more dangerous 
for the French and Spanish intruders. In one article Ben Barka made reference 
to the Riff Republic and its chieftan, Abd-el-Krim, hero of the period 
following World War I. It was to be in World War Il, when the cracks in the 
European colonial world deepened, that El Mehdi was to play a leading role 
in the struggle for national liberation. He was to go to prison for the first 
time in 1944 and be kidnapped for the first time in Rabat. The French 
police deported him to the Arbalon n'kerdouss Concentration Camp for his 
revolutionary activity. 

Ben Barka was outstanding for his activities in Istiqlal, the pro-indepen- 
dence movement. This movement came into being in 1956 and the Sultan 
Mohamed V took sovereign power in the Moroccan state after 44 years of 
French protection.“ Nevertheiess, Ben Barka thought and said that "national 


glory“ is not enough to make up for the people's sacrifice. The struggle 
between the right and left imposes the need fot a definite decision and 
El Mehdi created the National Union of Peopie's Forces to oppose those who 
had accepted a new style of protectorate — neocolonialism. From 1955 on 
he was to live as an itinerant exile, without wasting an atom of energy, until 
his tragic disappearance on October 29, 1965. 

We are publishing an article written by Ben Barka for the Cairo magazine 
Talia, on February 20, 1965, entitled "The Organization of African Unity in 
Regard to the Congo." 
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"Why was the OAU founded?” Ben Barka asked on that date. He was 
concerned over that organization's weak stand in the face of the threat of 
neocolonialism. El Mehdi Ben Barka devoted much study to this problem in the 
last months of his life. The transformation of the OAU into a satellite instrument 


aimed at pacifying and deforming the African liberation movement and bringing 
a neocolonial "peace" to the continent was the burning topic of every one 
of Ben Barka's international appearances. 


Today when the Western press devotes page after page to “regional 
cooperation" and mineral prospecting in Africa and the "civilian forces“ 
shelve their complaints against the military regimes; when the police in the 
nine states repress student demonstrations and an international consortium 
permits itself the luxury of ordering the machinegunning of striking workers 
in the Sahara; when the Israelis threaten to remain indefinitely in the territories 
seized from Syria, Jordan and the United Arab Rapublic, it is a good thing 
to reread Ben Barka and to join him in open combat. 


The Organization of African Unity in Regard to the Congo (Excerpts) 


Enough has happened in 1964 to make that year one of great division, 
of the disintegration of the OAU because of the Congo crisis and the Security 
Council debate on US-Belgian aggression in Stanleyville. The members of the 
Council of the OAU, met in New York to condemn this aggression, split: 
only the efforts of the Secretary General Diallo Telli and of his second-in- 
command, the Algerian Sahnun, succeeded in obtaining, at the time of voting, 
twenty votes against ten abstentions and four absences. Thus the OAU passed 
a hard test. 


However, the organization still faces danger in the future. This was 
clearly shown in Nouakchott at the end of the meeting of the French speaking 
former members of the UAM (now transformed into the Joint African and 
Malagasy Organization). Since then, the future of the OAU has become more 
and more problematical. 

Therefore, we must ask this question: “Why was the OAU founded? To 
materialize African aspirations for complete liberation, unity and progress? 
Or to serve the interest of neocolonialism which, using the organization as 
a shield, hoped to consolidate its existing positions and extend the rule of 
the monopolies and the exploitation of African countries? 

It is on this question that the test of the Congo can be considered as the 
basic factor in clarifying this problem, by making the OAU appear as it 
really is: as an organization serving the African people or as one serving 
imperialism. 

The question was raised from the moment that the Organization Charter 
was proclaimed in May 1963, since article III of the documents stipulates 
the principles which the members of the Organization pledge themselves 
“to respect scrupulously”: 

__“noninterference in the internal affairs of states”; 


__“condemnation, without reservation, of political assassination and the 


subversive activities of neighboring states or of any other states.” 

These principles are evidently so open to interpretation as to be able to 
even contradict the objectives of the Charter as expressly stated in article II: 
“the liquidation of colonialism in all its forms in Africa.” 

Now then, if we knew that at the moment of the OAU’s creation the 
member states had different degrees of independence, we also knew that the 
vanguard role played in the Organization by progrssive states, such as the 
UAR, Algeria, Guinea, Ghana, Mali and Tanganyika, would not allow these 
principles to be interpreted in favor of the desires of imperialism. 

The popular organizations in power in these countries, and with them 
the national liberation movements, understand in effect that the struggle 
against imperialism is a long battle that will be continued even under 
peaceful coexistence with states artificially created by neccolonialism in the 
African continent. It has been, therefore, necessary to coordinate this long- 
range strategic line with the policies to be followed within the OAU which 


includes countries still in the process of liberating themselves from political 


and or economic dependence. 
The first deep analysis of neocolonialism was made on occasion of the 


African People’s Conference held in Cairo in March 1961, that is,“ ‘nearly 


two years before the proclamation of the OAU Charter. 2 
On the other hand, from the beginning, the organization has! shown 
a certain vacillation in its attitude to neocolonial activities which have: tried 


to hide behind the principles of the organization itself, either by compelling.. 
the organization to recognize artificial situations born ‘of ‘imperialist design, 
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a recognition requested in the name of “the principles of non interference in 
internal affairs,” or by using the organization as an instrument to stifle any 
revolutionary change arising as the product of popular explosion, in the name 
of “the condemnation of political assassination and subversive activities.” 


Even in the struggle that must be waged against traditional colonialism, 
the National Liberation Committee, called the Committee of Nine, a child 
of the OAU, has come up against obstacles of different types created by some 
of its members in the course of fulfilling its duties; for example, delay of 
the struggle of the national liberation movements; the imposition on the 
movements of the condition of an unattainable unity in countries with many 
organizations, unattainable because of the natural differences of these orga- 
nizations, some being genuinely revolutionary and others being prefabricated 
and guided from abroad. 


Thus, the fear, ours as well, of the revolutionary movements, that the 
organization will become an instrument more amenable to reactionary cur- 
rents than to progressive leadership. The contradiction appeared during the 
Second Conference held in Cairo in June 1964, when the time came for 
electing the secretary-general of the organization; however, the delegates 
from Guinea and Algeria were chosen by the conference to occupy the 
important posts of the Secretariat. 


The tension existing between both trends was manifested once more 
when the question of the Congo was brought up days after Tshombe’s 
return to power. The currents of national liberation chalked up a victory 
when they prevented the admission of Tshombe. Nevertheless, let us listen 
to Tsiranana, president of the Republic of Madagascar, as he defended his 
friend: 


4 . Every country is free to choose its system of government and its 
leaders. It was Congo-Leopoldville, and it alone, that made Tshombe, a political 
exile, return. It was CongoLeopoldville, and it alone, that placed him at the 
head of the government.” : 


Thus began the test of the OAU. The problem of the Congo and the 
imperialist defiance, headed by Tshombe in particular, has been converted 
into a test-case to show the world the true face of this organization. Because 
of this, there has been a series of meetings in the last few months and a real 
flow of exchange between the African liberation movement and the elements 
moved by imperialist interests. 


Imperialist machinations nearly succeeded for the first time when the 
organization met in Addis Abeba in September 1964 to study the question 
of the Congo. Tshombe managed to enter the meeting hall and occupy a place 
along with the other members. It was expected that the leaders of the 
Congolese revolutionary movement would participate on the same level of 
equality, but they could express their views only in the press conferences 
held outside of the meeting. 
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Today we can reveal a factor that has not been made public before, a 
factor that has led to this meeting. We are referring to the Belgian Foreign 
Relations Minister, Paul-Henri Spaak, who called into his office the accredited 
ambassadors of the African countries in Brussels, the day after Tshombe’s 
return to power and insisted that a meeting of the OAU Council take place 
as Soon as possible to examine the new situation. We understand now that 
his aim was to guarantee the new government of Leopoldville, established 
by an imperialist intrigue; or more accurately, to obtain a decision in favor 
of sending African forces to replace US and European mercenaries who were 
combating the Congolese Revolution. 


Colonialism had to put on its most arrogant face in its attempt to utilize 
the Council meeting in Addis Abeba for its own purpose: to detain the 
course of the OAU. Reaction was unanimous and firm during the Conference 
of Non-Aligned Nations held in Cairo one month after the world’s solemn 
condemnation of Moise Tshombe. 

Colonialism, fearing to see itself unmasked in other countries besides 
the Congo, has adopted as its own the arguments of the pseudologicians, as 
expressed by the President of the Republic of Madagascar: 

— “Why does Tshombe monopolize this unjust opinion?” 

—‘TIs it because his situation is less constitutional than that of other 

members?” 

—Is he the only one who has benefited from arms or military aid 

provided by non-African countries?” 

— "Does not opposition violent or pacific— exist in other places besides 

the Congo?” 

We can find such defense-attorney questions literally in the speeches 
of Adlai Stevenson, US delegate to the UN Security Council, during the 
debate on the Congo crisis at the end of last December. 

More explicitly, this line of argumentation means: if the progressive 
forces of Africa have admitted the facts as consummated and accept peaceful 
coexistence within the OAU in regard to the situations created by neo- 
colonialism, why, then, don’t they accept, in the name of the same realistic 
outlook, the situation in the Congo? 

The truth is that the Tshombe problem has put Africa’s revolutionary 
leaders —in or out of power— before a problem of conscience requiring them 
to reevaluate their attitudes towards the neocolonial regimes. 

We can find the real definition of neocolonialism by examining the 
resolutions of the Third Conference of African Beoples held in Cairo in 
March 1961 and those adopted by the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Council 
in April of the same year. 


We see that imperialism had to resort to extremes when the recognition 
of a colony’s independence became inevitable. Excluding the independence 


consists in the establishment of regimes which benefit a group of nationals 
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who inherit colonial authority and its privileges in return for preserving 
colonial interests: political, economic, military, technical and cultural, either 
partially or completely, according to the degree of revolutionary consciousness 
attained by the country in question. This is done by making an abstraction 
of the formal manner in which the transfer of power is realized, whether 
it be installation by means of the authority of new governments, or by 
constitutional forms, prefabricating nominal political parties or by orga- 
nizing fraudulent elections. 


Up to what point is coexistence possible within the OAU between 
completely independent governments and neo-colonial structures, without af- 
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fecting the development of a revolutionary movement on the African con- 
tinent? 


While we are convinced of the inevitability of change in neocolonial 
structures —with which we accept to coexist— as part of the process of at- 
taining complete independence, and while we are also convinced of the 
efficacy of revolutionary action now taking place —whether it be peaceful 
or violent in different countries— we are no less convinced that the limit 
of this coexisténce is Tshombe himself, since Tshombe, as President Ben 
Bella has said, “is the museum, the reincarnation of all the ingredients of 
neocolonialism.” There is no doubt that the slightest coexistence with him 
means the pure and simple betrayal of the African liberation movement 
which is struggling against traditional colonialism and all the forms of 
neocolonialism. 


Before Tshombe, the Adoula government had already belonged to the 
family of neocolonial phenomena. Adoula, nevertheless, was forced not to 
oppose —and even to aid— the national liberation government of Angola, 
then struggling against Portuguese rule. However, since Tshombe has 
returned to power, Portuguese paratroopers have attacked the Angolese 
resistance camp in Congolese territory itself, without any protests coming 
from the Leopoldville government, on the contrary, it probably instigated 
and contributed to this aggression. Therefore, coexistence with the Leo- 
poldville regime is impossible. 


It is important to emphasize some truths that will refute the false argu- 
ments used by the imperialists to defend the cause of their agent Tshombe. 
These are truths which justify us in condemning Tshombe, whose imposition 
on the Congolese people can be considered as the application of the colonialist 
experience of Katanga to all the Congo: 


1) Tshombe’s return to power was a well-prepared operation, in which 
the Congolese people did not play arıy role at all. The machinations of his 
return were prepared six months before, during the course of a secret meeting 
held in a US military base in Spain with the participation of two special CIA 
agents and delegates from the Union Miniere de Katanga. 


2) In order to prepare Tshombe’s return, a press campaign was launched, 
after the meeting took place, in the Belgian weekly Pourquoi Pas. The 
campaign’s aim was to paint Tshombe as innocent of the assasination of the 
martyr Lumumba though his guilt was universally accepted, without any 
doubt. Different circles were contacted, particularly progressive groups with 
the object of foisting the colonialist plan under the pretext of a national 
reconciliation, During this time, the special services of US, British, French 
and Belgian colonialists had been mobilized to assure the success of the 
operation. 
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3) It would be sheer deception to compare the technical and military aid 
that the really sovereign African countries obtain from equal trade and 
international cooperation with the situation based on an army manufactured 
entirely by the foreign intelligence services after 1960, with the aid of an 
African general from the command of UN forces in the Congo. The situation 
has grown worse since the return of Tshombe with the use of mercenary 
adventurers and US military airplanes piloted by Cuban traitors under the 
orders of the CIA. 


4) It is paradoxical to put a popular explosion against the usurpers of 
power in Leopoldville on the same level with a foreign-inspired counter- 
revolutionary action against a genuinely national regime. 


It was, therefore, the duty of the OAU Conference of the non-alinegned 
nations, the duty of all the anti-imperialist forces, to show their vigilance 
and end the insolent defiance of colonialism in the Congo and to oust Tshombe 
from power, together with his acolytes, Munongo and Nendaka, to mention 
only two. It is also its duty, according to the declarations of President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, to support the revolutionary movement which is struggling 
not only against Tshombe's power, but also against those behind him: the 
colonial interests as represented in the different countries supplying the 
mercenaries and their war materials. 


Colonialism is gripped in the claws of fear because of the national liber- 
ation movements’ determination to side with the Congolese revolution, 
especially after the fall of that other neocolonialist bulwark, the Sudan, where 
colonialism had great hopes of upsetting the revolutionary process. It is no 
secret that the negative —not to say treacherous— attitude of the Abboud 
government when it prohibited all aid, even medical, to the Gizenga govern- 
ment in Stanleyville, was one of the causes of the latter’s defeat. 


This aggression marks a milestone in the history of the OAU, which is 
facing a decisive test. Imperialist intervention can no longer find justification 
in the pretext of stopping Communist infiltration. The struggle that is going 
on in the Congo is clearly a conflict between the coalition of international 
imperialism, on one hand, and the solidarity of the African revolutionary 
forces on the other. 


This conflict, finally, will serve to reveal each African state, especially 
those countries still on the road to complete liberation, in its true light. 
According to the attitude they adopt, the revolutionary forces will be able 
to determine to what degree they can coexist with it... 


Tricontinental Scene 


South African 
Military 
‘Commitments 
in Rhodesia 


In 1960, during the height of the 
Congo crisis, the Republic of South 
Africa, the then Federation of Rhode- 
sia, Nyasaland and Portugal, signed a 
Treaty of “Mutual Defense”. Two years 
Jater, when the Rhodesian Front took 
power, a bilateral “Treaty” was signed 
by the representatives of the two re 
gimes of South Africa and Rhodesia. 

The South African military obliga- 
tions in Rhodesia, have taken on alarm: 
ing proportions. Actually there are 
more than 1,700 South African troops 
in Rhodesia. These fascist troops have 
been totally integrated into Ian Smith’s 
regular army. The South African news 
paper, Johannesburg Sunday Times, in 
its edition of April 7, 1968, reported 
that the “dividing line between Rhode- 
sia and South Africa is being wiped 
out.” It has become impossible in Zim- 
babwe, to distinguish between the sol- 
diers of Rhodesia and those of South 
Africa. 

In his speech at Brakpan in Septem- 


ber 1967, the racist Prime Minister of = 
South Africa declared that he had sent 
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his force to Rhodesia, ‘because it is 
our duty to eradicate terrorism.” Our 
guerrilla is patriotic, not terrorist. The 
guerrilla force is a heroic revolutionary 
force that has undertaken the noble 
task of waging a sacred war whose end 
will be the establishment of the peo- 
ple’s power in place of the ominous 
actual fascist order. 

The presence in Zimbabwe of troops, 
money, war material from South Africa 
signifies the strengthening of Ian 
Smith’s illegal regime in the present 
guerrilla warfare of the ZAPU: ANC al- 
liance. 


South Africa is supplying Ian Smith’s 
army with enormous quantities of 
arms and war material manufactured 


in South Africa with: the help of VERE : 
“Germany. 


ting close 
convictial 


“Pax Israeliana 
and Pax 
Americana” 


Said a senior official of South Viet- 
Nam's National Liberation Front while 
inspecting an Assifa base early last 
month: “The armed struggle in Pales- 
tine and Viet-Nam represents the two 
blades of a pincers cutting off impe- 
rialism and neo-colonialism in Asia: 
you in the West and we in the East. 
Tighten your grip so that we may 
liquidate their remains once and for 
all.” 


Indeed, Israeli and U.S. schemes are 
identical, with the evidence of the Zion- 
ist-Israeli fervent support of the dirty 
war in Viet-Nam and of apartheid 
South Africa with Israel maintains the 
South Africa with which Israel main- 
tains the foremost business relations 
among Asian countries, 


De Gaulle and Kosyguin were not 
the first to elaborate this resemblance 
since comparisons of US policy in the 
Middle East and in Viet-Nam have 
swirled on world editorial pages since 
the June War. Wrote David Little in 
the Time: “Neither is our commitment 
to Israel as “minimal” as is alleged, nor 
is our commitment to Israel as ‘maxi- 
mal’ as is implied... Our commit- 
ments do not obligate us to support, 
or even to condone, Israel's patent acts 
of F ieee particularly against 
Jordan.” 
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In fact, Pax Israeliana and Pax 
Americana“ have many things in com- 
mon: 


1—Both “kill for peace“, advocating 
that “it is a question of Western 
prestige and a battle between high- 
er civilitazion and lesser breeds.” 


2—After long pretense of democracy, 
the two states are morally paying 
dearly for unmasking their ugly 
faces, with constant drain on their 
funds caused by popular resistance. 
Israel has mobilized 27,000 troops 
in the Western Bank of Jordan and 
Gaza Sector to curb the Palestinian 
underground, against only 21,000 
troops for the Syrian heights and 
Sinai... 


3—The two enemies widely apply 
napalm and other prohibited bombs 
and weapons, they burn all vital 
crops of the invaded territory to 
force the people to surrender. 


4—As easy money in South Viet-Nam 
attracted mercenaires from New 
Zealand, Australia, the Philippines 
and Thailand, the famed napalm 
hero, General Moshe Dayan has 
(according to Der Spiegel) hired 
so far 1,240 fighters from South 
Viet-Nam, including some 600 fight- 
er-pilots, in addition to several 
hundreds of African troops, mainly 
from Malawi. 


5—The “Strategic Villages“ in US oc- 
cupied Viet Nam is typical of 
Israel's “Arab Reserves” which: are 
subject to ruthless restrictions on 
movement, education and even me- 
dical care, in addition to mass 
demolition of -civilian houses for 
the least suspicion: se ihe 
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Puerto Rico: 

Men Without Work 
and Children 
Without Schools 
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WHILE UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
THE COST OF LIVING RISE, 
SALARIES DROP BUT YANKEE 

PROFITS INCREASE. 


by Angel M. Agosto 


—— 


Unemployment in Puerto Rico has 
climbed to the unheard of figure of 44 
percent, without including partial 
unemployment, according to recent. 
publications of the Economic Analysis 
Bureau of the Planning Board, 

At the same time, the cost of living 
has risen considerably, while salaries 
are shrinking both in reference to what 
they can buy in view of the rising cost 
of living as well as in comparison to 
what U. S. workers earn for the same 
job. 

Needless to say, profits on U.S. in- 
vestments in Puerto Rico are rising, 
since the U.S. capitalist are the only 
ones who benefit from this situation. 

In the study Selected Indices of Econ- 
omic and Social Progress (MAY, 1968), 


the Planning Board pointed out that the 
“worker group” in Puerto Rico has in- 
creased to 783000 workers, for whom 
there were 684000 jobs, which left a 
total of 99000 unemployed. On the 
same page in points out that in 1940 
there were 66 000 unemployed in Puer- 
to Rico. 

However, in the publication Estima- 
tes of the Population of Puerto Rico 
1960.1967 of the same Planning Board, 
they found that the work force in 
Puerto Rico has really increased to 
1228 424 workers. This figure included 
296 800 young people between the ages 
of 15 and 24 who are not studying. 

If we take this real total nmber of 
workers and subtract the number of 
jobs existing today, we find that at 
the present time there are no less than 
544 424 unemployed workers, or 44% of 
the total work force. 


Agricultural Destruction 


Furthermore, the Selected Indices 
pointed out that, out of a total of 
230 000 jobs that forestry, agriculture 
and fishing provided in 1940, in 1967 
these fields only provided 95 000. This 
dramatically proves the destruction of 
our agriculture, for which the present 
colonial government is responsible. 

The tragic aspect of this situation is 
that a large part of those unemployed 
are young. Unemployment estimates 
reveal that 234537 of those unem- 
ployed workers are between the ages 
of 15 and 30 (without including, 
naturally, those who are studying). 


Young people without schools 


Among the surprising data in the 
Estimates on the Population, we find 
that out of the 187656 young people 
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between the ages of 16 and 18, only 
81002 are in school; 106654 (56.8%) 
are not in school. Of the 853 384 chil- 
dren and young people between the 
ages of 6 and 18, 157936 do not attend 
school. 

The Secretary of Labor, speaking of 
the young people between the ages of 
20 and 24, pointed out in his Annual 
report for 1967 that “nearly one fourth 
(23.7%) did not work or attend school] 
in 1965-66. Of a total of 89700 young 
people in this age group, 16012 were 
unemployed (17.9%), and 5172 were 


8 
S 
Y 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 


neither studying nor looking for work 
(5.8%).” 

The tragedy of the Puerto Rican 
work force is greater still with ref- 
erence to salaries and inflation which 
is felt by the workers with ever greater 
force, While here a worker receives a 
salary 12% lower than that paid for the 
same work in the United States, he has 
to pay 12% more for the products he 
consumes. In plain English this means 
that while he earns 12 cents less on the 


dollar, he pays 12 cents more for con- 


sumer products, 
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Guerrilla Fronts 


Failure of the 
"Encirclement and 
Annihilation” 

in Thailand 


Radio Voice of the Thai people re- 
cently reported that the People’s Ar- 
med Forces waged brilliant battles in 
the Northeast. At the end of June, in 
the province of Sakol Nakorn, the 
guerrilla forces ambushed a military 
patrol killing or wounding a number 
of enemy soldiers. In the provinces of 
Ubon, Kalasint and Bury Rum, the 
People’s Armed Forces punished a 
group of spies and secret agents that 
had committed serious crimes against 
the population. 


June 9—The People’s Armed Forces 
of Nakorn Srithamarai killed one sol- 
dier and wounded another on a rubber 
plantation in the Cha Nat district, when 
the enemy forces went there to repress 
the people. The People’s Armed Forces 
of Surat, Nakorn Srithamarai, Phatal- 
ang, Yala and other provinces also did 


active propaganda and organizational 
work among the masses and executed 
a certain number of local despots, spies 
and enemy secret agents. 


June 11—In the province of Chiang 
Rai, in north Thailand, the guerrilla 
forces ambushed an enemy military 
vehicle, annihilating the five soldiers 
who were travelling in it. 


June 14—The U.S. and Thai reaction- 
aries sent troops from the Seventh In- 
fantry Batallion from the provinces of 
Chiang Mai to the Chieng Kham dis- 
trict in the province of Chiang Rai in 
order to encircle and attack the guer- 
rilla movement. The heroic People’s Ar- 
med Forces ambushed that group of 
enemy troops, killing five enemy sol- 
diers and wounding many others. 


In South Thailand, the People’s Ar- 
med Forces of the province of Surat 
recently ambushed an enemy patrol, 
annihilating four of them. 


The presence of around 43000 U.S. 
soldiers, the majority of whom belong 
to the Air Force, the existence of sev- 
eral military bases, the regime’s pol- 
icy of allying with neighboring re- 
gimes to jointly cooperate in the re- 
pression of the armed revolutionary 
and all the direct military and econo- 
mic aid from the United States Govern- 
ment have not been enough to pre- 
vent the development of the guerrilla 
struggle in Thailand. 
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The People’s Armed Forces of Thai- 
land have increased and extended their 
guerrilla activities, crushing one after 
another all the “encirclement and an- 
nihilation” campaigns carried out by 
the U.S. imperialists and the reaction- 
ary Thanon-Praphas regime. 

At the present time, the Thai patriots 
are operating in 30 of the 71 provinces 
of that country, making frequent 
attacks on the enemy in the north, 
central, northeast and southern parts 
of Thailand. 

From the foundation of the Thai 
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Patriotic Front on January 1, 1965, up 
to July of this year —according to 
incomplete statistics— the Thai com- 
batants have participated in 1100 ac- 
tions in which they have put out of 
action more than 2 400 enemy soldiers, 
including Yankee soldiers, and have 
shot down or damaged ten airplanes. 
In Chian Rai alone, in the northern 
region, from May 1967 to March 1968 
there have been 53 battles as well as 
five propaganda campaigns. During 
that time 86 enemy soldiers were killed 
and one helicopter was shot down.. 
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Guerrilla 
Combats in 
Mozambique 


FRELIMO COMMUNIQUE 


The guerrillas of FRELIMO who 
are operating in the eastern region 
of TETE ambushed an enemy unit 
camped in the area of Chief DIQUE on 
March 29, 1968. The Portuguese soldiers 
were returning from FURACUNGO, 
where they had gone to play football. 
They were travelling in two vehicles 
carrying 17 soldiers each, and in a 
Land-Rover with the commanding 
officer (a captain), other lower rank- 
ing officers and non-coms, The first 
two vehicles were attacked and com- 
pletely destroyed by bazooka fire. The 
third vehicle and the Land-Rover were 
demaged by machinegun fire. Eighteen 
enemy troops were killed and 16 
wounded, among them the captain who 
was seriously wounded: 


A Frelimo sabotage unit destroyed 
the LOCONGODIE bridge in the region 
of Chief MIRI, in the CANCUMULA 
zone. The bridge which was blown up 
was 135 feet long and 27 feet wide 
(April 2). ’ 


PROVINCE OF NIASSA — Eastern 
military region 


Our combatants ambushed an enemy 
company in the KANDULE zone, 
killing a commanding officer (a cap- 
tain), two second lieutenants and many 
soldiers (March 6). 


A FRELIMO sabotage unit blew up 
a concrete bridge over the RULECO 
River. The bridge was 60 feet long 
and 16 feet wide; it was totally de- 
stroyed (March 12). 


PROVINCE OF CAPE DELGADO 


The FRELIMO guerrillas ambushed 
a column of enemy vehicles which 
was travelling from NANGADE to 
PUNDANHAR, in the SITUVI (WIVA) 
zone. The lead vehicle was destroyed 
by a mine and the other three were 
damaged by bazooka and machinegun 
fire (March 21). 


IMPORTANT ATTACK ON THE 
NAMBUDE POST 


The NAMBUDE post was attacked, 
assaulted and destroyed. The post 
garrison —a company of Portuguese 
soldiers— was almost totally annihi- 
lated. One Portuguese soldier —Fer- 
nando Dos Santos Rosa, 22 years of 
age, born in TRAS-OS-MONTES, Por: 
tugal— was taken prisoner. Our guer- 
rillas captured among other things, 
the following matériel: 


1 mortar, cal. 60 mm. No. 4151 EOD 
PA 55 


5 G5 submachine guns 
Pistols 
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Grenades 
120 uniforms 


and a large quantity of clothing, 
cameras, cooking utensils, etc. 


March 24: The Portuguese Army 
left CHAI to attack the people in the 
villages. Our combatants ambushed 
them, causing them heavy casualties; 
a helicopter made two trips to carry 
out dead and wounded. After that 
attack, the enemy withdrew to the base 
from which they had departed. On the 
way they fell into a mined area, suf- 
fering more dead and wounded (March 
24). 


With the aim. of freeing those 
who were held by the enemy in 
NANKUNAMIA the FRELIMO guer- 
rillas attacked the post and released 


In that 
captured 6 
etc. 


72 Mozambican prisoners. 


our combatants 
uniforms, 


attack 
revolvers, 2 bicycles, 
(March 25). 


Eight vehicles carrying Portuguese 
soldiers were travelling to NGAPA. 
The first vehicles fell into a mine 
trap and were completely destroyed. 
Seven enemy soldiers were killed 
(March 28). 


The FRELIMO guerrillas attacked 
a column of cars that were travelling 
from MUEDA to NACATAR. The first 
car was destroyed by a mine, the 
second by bazooka fire and the rest 
were damaged by machinegun fire. At 
least 20 enemy soldiers were killed. 
The attack took place in NANKUWA, 
near NACATAR (March 29). 
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Striking at 

the Burmese 
Reactionary 

Forces 
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The People's Armed Forces have 
scored new victories and dealt rude 
blows to the reactionary Burmese 
forces. Even the reactionary press, 
both within Burma and abroad, have 
recognized the fact that the guerrillas 
have been active in a number of 
regions in Lower Burma and in some 
regions of Upper Burma. Various 
reports confirm this, such as the 
article entitled White War Flags which 
appeared in the Far Eastern Review 
and which places it as the third “most 
prolonged guerilla war in Asia.” A 
good indication of that guerrilla activi- 
ty is the large number of battles that 
have taken place during the month of 
June and the first days of July. 


Sune 2—The People’s Armed Forces 
of Burma surrounded and launched a 


surprise attack on a police station in 
the town of Nyaunglebin, in the 
district of Peu. They burned a depot 
of the reactionary Burmese govern- 
ment while another group of the 
People’s Armed Forces attacked a 
place near that town. In those two 
battles, the infantry battalions —the 
6th and the 57th— of the reactionary 
force of the Burmese government, 
sent to repress the People’s Armed 
Forces, were so violently attacked 
that they could not even resist. After 
carrying out their mission, the People’s 
Armed Forces withdrew without any 
problem. 


June 7—The armed groups of the 
United National Democratic Front of 
Burma attacked the town of Bogale, 
in the Iravadi region. The armed 
groups that had previously entered 
the town jointly opened fire. In that 
operation, the People’s Armed Forces 
captured large amounts of matériel in 
three “People's Stores” of the reac- 
tionary Burmese government. 


June 26—The People’s Armed Forces 
of the Karen nationality of the United 
National Democratic Front attacked a 
company of the 25th infantry battalion 
of the reactionary Burmese army on 
a highway in the district of Amherst, 
Tenasserim Region. They killed three 
men including an assistant company 
chief. 


July 5—The People’s Armed Forces 
of Burma battled a battalion of the 
reactionary government troops for 12 
hours in a place between Moulmein- 
gyun and Bogale, two towns in the 


Iravadi region. They killed enemy of- 
ficers and killed or wounded 10 enemy 
soldiers. 


The People’s Armed Forces of Burma 
have also achieved important successes 
in their attacks on land and sea com- 
munications which are closely guarded 
by the reactionary government troops. 


June 5—The People’s Armed Forces 
in the Pegu district blew up a train 
escorted by an armoured train on the 
Rangoon-Mandalay Line. Fourteen re- 
actionary soldiers, among them an of- 
ficer, who were guarding the train 
were killed, Inmediately after this the 
People’s Armed Forces launched an 
attack on a company of reactionary 
troops stationed near the Payagyi Sta- 
tion. The reactionary troops on the 
train and in the station were attacked 
simultaneously and could not give 
each other any support. On the morn- 
ing of the same day, the Armed 
Forces of the United National Front 
ambushed a truck convoy along a 
highway in the Prome district, killing 
two armed policemen and capturing a 
large amount of weapons. 


June 21—The People’s Forces of 
Burma blew up with mines an ar- 
moured train on the Rangoon-Mandalay 
Line in the Toungoo district. An as- 
sistant unit commander of the reac- 
tionary troops was killed, a unit com- 
mander and a good number of soldiers 
were wounded. The People’s Armed 
Forces captured three machineguns, 
two rifles and a large amount of 
ammunition. 


June 28—The People’s Armed Forces 
launched a surprise attack on a ship 
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that was sailing from Bassein to 
Rangoon escorted by two armed motor 
launches of the Burmese reactionary 
troops. 


July 4—The People’s Armed Forces 
of Burma intercepted two motorized 
junks of the reactionary government 
along the coast in the Tavoy district 
and captured a large amount of 
material that belonged to the com- 
mercial bureau of the reactionary 
Burmese government. 


Repeated attacks on the land and 
water communications lines launched 
by the People’s Armed Forces of 
Burma have given rise to panic in the 
reactionary Burmese government. In 
a vain attempt to guarantee the 
security of the water routes, a curfew 
was set from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. on dif- 
ferent occasions from the end of June 
until the beginning of July by the 
reactionary administration of the dis- 
tricts of Pegu, Prome, Tharrawaddy 
and Toungoo around Rangoon. 


By carrying out guerrilla warfare 
against the enemy in different places, 
the People’s Armed Forces of Burma 
have mobilized the poor peasants on 
an even greater scale to eliminate the 
traitors and despots of the area. They 
carried out an Agrarian Reform in the 
rural zones of the districts of Bassein, 
Pegu and in some other districts. Of 
the 139 so-called “rural agricultural 
cooperatives” that were established by 
the reactionary Burmese government 
to loot and exploit the peasants, more 
than 80 were forced to close down as 
a result of the mounting revolution of 
the peasants in the Tavoy district in 
Tenasserim. 
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Letters to the OSPAAAL 


Comrades in Arms 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America 


As you know, the formal talks between the representative of 
the DRV Government and that of the U.S. Government are being 
held in Paris. Minister Xuan Thuy, our Government’s representa- 
tive at the talks has reaffirmed that the aim of the talks is to 
determine with the American side the unconditional cessation of 
the U.S. bombings and all other acts of war against the DRV, and 
then hold talks on other problems of concern to the two sides. 


The fact that the U.S. government must agree to hold formal 
talks with the DRV Government after the announcement by 
President Johnson of a halt in the attacks by U.S. aircraft and 
naval vessels on North Viet-Nam “except in the area north of the 
demilitarized zone,” is tantamount to a failure of the U.S. aggres- 
sion, a victory for the Vietnamese people in their anti U.S. ag- 
gression struggle for national liberation and a success for the 
world peoples’ opposition to the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 

However, the U.S. imperialists are still very obstinate and 
have not given up their aggressive designs. Johnson announced 
a “limited bombing” of North Viet-Nam, but the area now being 
bombed stretches from the 17th to the 20th parallel, on more than 
300 kms, and has a population of 4500000. U.S. official circles 
have admitted that in April 1968, they have carried out 3324 
flights over North Viet-Nam, as compared with 2 654 flights in 
March 1968. On April 4, 1968, U.S. aircraft bombed a locality in 
Lai Chau province, near the 22nd parallel; and on April 26, 1968 
they bombed Bach Long Vi, an offshore island not far from 
Haiphong. 

The above-mentioned war acts show that the U.S. side has not 
correctly met the legitimate demands of the DRV Government, the 
Vietnamese people, the world’s people and progressive opinion in 
the U.S.A. It still clings to the absurd contention of “reciprocity” 
to deliberately confuse the aggressor and the victim of aggression. 


Concerning South Viet-Nam, Johnson reiterated the U.S. de- 
termination to keep its “commitments” to the Saigon puppets and 
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decided to increase the U.S. expeditionary corps by 13 500 men and 
to spend on the war another 2.5 billion dollars in this fiscal year. 


Since early spring this year, unable to protect themselves 
against the simultaneous attacks and uprising of the South Viet- 
Nam popular armed forces and people, the U.S. aggressors and 
Saigon puppets have resorted to foul retaliation acts. They have 
been wantonly bombing and strafing populous quarters in many 
cities and towns even in Saigon-Cholon city center and suburbs. 
Many old people, women and children have been killed or wounded. 
A Reuter report pointed out that, due to air attacks on May 8, 
1968, there were in Saigon-Cholon “about 100 South Vietnamese 
civilians killed and about 1000 wounded. At least 2000 homes 
have been destroyed in the city and another 1 000 in the subburbs.” 


The above-mentioned aggressive and criminal acts, together 
with the tortuous allegations aiming at distorting the truth put 
forth by the U.S. Government representative at the Paris talks, 
have clearly revealed the U.S. imperialists’ foul scheme of stepping 
up their aggressive war against the Vietnamese people. 


In face of the U.S. imperialists’ perfidious scheme of pursuing 
and intensifying their aggressive war, our armed forces and people 
as a whole, constantly heightening their vigilance and fearless of 
all sacrifices and hardships, are determined to bring the fight 
against U.S. aggression, for national salvation to complete victory. 


In a message addressed on May 9, 1962 to President Nguyen 
Huu Tho and the members of the CC of the South Viet-Nam NFL, 
President Ho Chi Minh warmly congratulated the armed forces 
and people of South Viet Nam who “have since early spring this 
year, mounted on the general offensive and risen up in unison, 
fighting very well, winning very big victories.” He pointed out: 

“The U.S. imperialists at present are being bitterly defeated 
in Viet-Nam and caught in isolation and confusion both in the 


world and at home. Yet they keep acting very obdurately and 
cunningly. They are talking of ‘peace’ negotiations while stepping 
up the war. 


“Our compatriots and fighters, therefore should unite more 
closely, sharpen their vigilance and strengthen their determination 
to fight and to win, develop their strong points and correct their 
weakness, brave all hardships and sacrifices, fight continuously 
on all battle fields, in order to win yet bigger victories. 


“With North and South Viet-Nam being of one mind and 
emulating each other in annihilating the enemy and saving the 
country, it is a certainty that the U.S. aggressors will be com- 
pletely defeated.” 


In his reply message dated May 12, 1968, President Nguyen 
Huu Tho, on behalf of the CC of the South Viet-Nam NFL and 
the 14 million South Vietnamese people expressed his heartfelt 
thanks for President Ho Chi Minh’s congratulations and gave a 
solemn pledge: 


“In these highly seething and glorious hours of the cause of 
national liberation, South Viet-Nam promises to you and the 17 
million North Vietnamese blood-sealed compatriots that until and 
unless the U.S. imperialists stop their war of aggression in South 
Viet-Nam, withdraw American and satellite troops and let the 
South Vietnamese people decide themselves their destiny, the South 
Vietnamese people and their patriotic armed forces million as one, 
will still hold their weapons firmly and increase their resolve so 
as to fight to the end.” 


Dear comrades, 


The experiences of our century-long struggle against imperial- 
ism for national independence have shown you and us that the 


imperialists never give up their aggressive policy of their own-~ 
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accord. They are compelled to do so only when they have suffered 
bitter defeats and have been completely routed. 


As for the U.S. imperialists, we have no illusion that they 
have renounced their aggressive schemes against Viet-Nam. On 
the contrary, they are still very obdurate and cunning. We know 
that on our road to complete victory, many difficulties and trials 
are still awaiting us. But our people in both zones are ready to 
make any sacrifices so as to win final victory. 


We firmly believe that our comrades-in.arms in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, heightening their vigilance, will see through 
all the cunning schemes of the U.S. imperialists and further 
develop the movement of support for our just struggle against 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors. We appeal to you to raise your 
voice and act by all means to: 


—Strongly demand that the U.S. Government stop permanent- 
ly and unconditionally the bombings and all other acts of war 
against the DRV. 


—End their aggression in South Viet-Nam, withdraw all U.S. 
and satellite troops from South Viet-Nam and let the Vietnamese 
people settle by themselves their own affairs. 


—Severely condemn the everincreasing barbarous crimes of 
the U.S. imperialists against our people in North and South 
Viet Nam. 


We are glad to extend to you our heartfelt thanks for the 
warm support you have been granting us and our warm greetings 
of militant solidarity and determination to fight and to win. 


by Nguyen Thi Luu, 
Secretary General of the Viet-Nam Committee 
for Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity. 
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Consolidating 
the Unity 
of the Peoples 


Since its founding the Executive Secretariat, holding aloft the 
anti-U.S. and anti-imperialist banner, scored great success in its 
activity for carrying out the resolutions of the First Conference 
and for actively supporting, inspiring and encouraging the revo- 
lutionary struggle of the people of Tricontinental for national 
independence and liberation against imperialism headed by U.S. 
imperialism and for strengthening and developing the Organization. 

We express our thanks to the Executive Secretariat for its 
active support to the Korean people’s struggle for independent 
unification of the country and for its resolutely condemning the 
occupation of South Korea by the U.S. imperialists and their 
frantic new war-provoking actions. 

Today, U.S. imperialism, driven into a tight corner, escalate 
the aggressive war in Viet-Nam, making desperate efforts to 
crush the revolutionary struggle of the people for national inde- 
pendence and liberation in every part of the world. 

The Korean people, under the wise leadership of Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, the great leader of the forty million Korean people 
and ever-victorious, iron-willed genius-commander, will in the 
future, too, continue to actively support and encourage the strug- 
gle of the people of the Tricontinental against imperialism and 
colonialism headed by U.S. imperialism and will march in firm 
unity with them in the struggle of the anti-U.S. and anti-imperial- 
ist forces. 

Convinced that in the future the Executive Secretariat will 
continue to hold high the banner of anti-U.S. imperialism, further 
consolidate the unity of the people of the Tricontinental and power- 
fully inspire and encourage the national liberation struggle of the 
people of the Tricontinental, including the people of Viet-Nam, we 
sincerely wish the Executive Secretariat great success in its future 
activity. 


Jon Chang Chol 
Chairman 
Korean Committee for Afro-Asian Solidarity. 


Appeals and Messages 


100 Years 
of Struggle 


A hundred years have elapsed since 
the day when the Puerto Rican people, 
rising up in arms against the Spanish 
colonial power, manifested their right 
to independence at the Grito de Lares, 
which took place on September 23, 
1868, inspired by Dr. Ramön Emeterio 
Betances, the Father of the Puerto 
Rican Homeland. 


If hard was the struggle of the 
Puerto Ricans against the Spanish 
tyranny, which was unable to under- 
stand that in the Island of Puerto Rico 
—the crucible of the autochthonous 
Indian, White and African races— the 
people had developed a profile of their 
own and were fully conscious that 
they were to share a common destiny 
with their fraternal Latin American 
nations, the struggle against the Yan- 
kee imperialists has been infinitely 
more violent, for the latter not only 
occupied the island but frantically 
seized its wealth, endeavoring to des- 


troy deliberately the Puerto Rican 
nationality as well. 


Despite all this Puerto Rico survives, 
defends its rights to existence in the 
face of its cruel oppresors and wages 
an ever increasing resolute struggle, 
aimed at ousting them from their 
sacred homeland. This struggle, while 
evidencing the unyielding will of the 
Puerto Rican people, will lead them 
to the conquest of the independence 
they long for, the first step toward 
national liberation and the guarantee 
of eternal life for the Puerto Rican 
people. 


The US imperialists, who exercise 
a stern economic, military and political 
domination on Puerto Rico, obdurately 
maintain this Latin American nation 
under a colonial enslavement and have 
turned its territory into a huge military 
base equipped with atomic weapons. 
The United States has two atomic 
bases in Puerto Rico which are of 
primary importance for its warmon- 
gering schemes against mankind. 


In the Eastern coast they have esta- 
blished the big Roosevelt Road Naval 
Base, equipped with the most modern 
means, while in the Western coast 
they also have the Ramsey Air Base 
equipped With numerous B-52 Super 
Fortresses belonging to the United 
States Strategic Air Command. 


This turning of Puerto Rico into an 
atomic base of US imperialism, has 
been carried out not only without the 


consent of the Puerto Rican people 
but also against their expressed will, 
for they have repeatedly voiced their 
protest for this serious action, and 
the only reply has been the intensifica- 
tion of the criminal plans of US 
imperialism in Puerto Rico. 

The commercial monopoly which the 
United States Congress has imposed 
on Puerto Rico has turned the country 
into the property of the imperialist 
trusts which exercise control of the 
local commerce, industry, economy, 
agriculture, as well as foreign trade. 
As a result of this total possession of 
the country’s wealth today the Puerto 
Rican citizen is a pariah in his own 
homeland. Over one-third of the Island’s 
population has emigrated to the United 
States and lives in the ghettos of New 
York, Chicago and California, since 
they have no possibility of subsistence 
in Puerto Rico. One-third of the popu- 
lation is unemployed. 

This situation of penury, along with 
the presence of the US military bases 
and the introduction of Cuban counter- 
revolutionaries into the country, has 
turned Puerto Rico into the country 
with the highest rate of drug addicts. 
Out of a total student population of 
671.000 26,000 are addicted to drugs 
and other narcotics, acording to the 
statistics of the colonial regime itself; 
and most of them are high school 
students. 

The men and women who voice their 
protest against these crimes committed 
by US imperialism become the victims 
of the US repressive system: the Cen- 
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tral Intelligence Agency, the FBI, the 
intelligence departments of the armed 
forces (army, navy and air force), the 
National Guard, the Department of 
Criminal Investigations (political po- 
lice) the Special Police Forces, etc. 

A big campaign has been launched 
through all modern mass media (TV, 
radio and press) against the Movement 
for the Independence of Puerto Rico 
(MPI), a patriotic organization pre- 
sided by comrade Juan Mari Bras, who 
leads the struggle of the Puerto Rican 
people for the achievement of their 
rights. Such a campaign is aimed at 
isolating and brutally repressing the 
population. Dozens of members of the 
MPI, most of them young men and 
women have been illegally imprisoned 
and others, including the national 
leaders, are unmercifully persecuted 
every hour of the day. 

However, during the past few months 
the Puerto Rican people have given an 
effective reply to the violent imperial- 
ist repression by intensifying their 
struggle and by carrying out armed 
attacks against some important US 
imperialist industrial installations, 
which have been so effective that the 
colonial authorities are still stunned. 

With the support of our peoples and 
the firm determination of the Puerto 
Rican patriots the Puerto Rican nation 
will be saved from perishing at the 
hands of the United States, the main 
enemy of mankind. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF 
THE OSPAAAL. 


This 


great humanity has 


said: ENOUGH! 


is hour. Vi 
eroism, its trag 
ttainmen 


Zimbabwe. 
Scene of 
Important Battles 


A little over a year ago, the ZAPU- 
ANC guerrilla detachments launched 
their operations in Zimbabwe (South- 
ern Rhodesia). These actions shook 
the racist regimes of Salisbury and 
Pretoria, and pointed out to the African 
peoples the only way leading to their 
genuine liberation. The time for peace- 
ful demonstrations, legality and the 
sending of emissaries to London and 
the U.N. has been left behind, with 
its balance of frustrations and false 
illusions. The grandiloquent and solemn 
declarations and agreements of the 
OAU against the racist governments, 
now turned into dead letters, revealed 
the incapacity of this body to make 
a decisive contribution to the African 
revolutionary process as a result of 
its composition, mostly neocolonialist 
and reactionary. Only a revolutionary 
action, that of armed confrontation 
against the oppressor could pose a pro- 
blem to and frighten the Smiths and 
Vorsters as well as mobilize the peoples 
for the revolution, 
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Today, Zimbabwe is the scene of a 
crucial battle. For the first time the 
conceptions of struggle of this African 
region permit the implementation of a 
plan of combined actions between 
ZAPU and the ANC, aimed at destroy- 
ing the racist bulwarks which in turn 
sustain one of the most important 
economic and strategic areas for im- 
perialism, colonialism and neocolonial- 
ism. In this confrontation, the weaknes- 
ses and contradictions of the so-called 
African unity are also reflected. “In- 
dependent” states such as Malawi and 
Botswana are serving the enemy ac- 
tively, while material assistance to the 
combatants is conditioned to the threats 
coming from Salisbury and Pretoria 
and to the secret information that the 
liberation movements are forced to 
hand over to organizations which they 
know are penetrated by the enemy’s 
intelligence. The African revolution- 
aries are treading these perilous roads 
thus confirming that unity can only 
be attained among revolutionaries and 
in the battlefield itself. 


At present, in the regions of Bula- 
wayo, Wankil, Wkoto, Sinoia and the 
Zambese Valley a fierce battle is being 
waged. The revolutionaries have suf- 
fered heavy setbacks, but have recov- 
ered and resumed the fight with re- 
newed vigor, scoring some resounding 
victories. The battle has just begun; 
it will be long and hard and will 
extend to all of South Africa, to culmi- 
nate finally in a total and genuine 
victory for the African peoples. 


The Executive Secretariat of the 
OSPAAAL reiterates its full support 
to and solidarity with the combatants 
of Zimbabwe and South Africa, and 


exhorts all socialist and progressive 
governments, and particularly all Afri- 
can revolutionary governments to in- 
tensify their assistance to the revol- 


utionary armed movement of the peo- 
ple of Zimbabwe. 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF 
THE OSPAAAL. 


Solidarity with 
the FRELIMO 
combatants 


Next September 25 will mark the 
IV Anniversary of the inception of the 
armed struggle of the people of Mo- 
zambique against Portuguese colonial- 
ism. 


During the four years that have 
elapsed since that date, the fighters 
of the Front for the Liberation of Mo- 
zambique (FRELIMO) have coura- 
geously faced the Portuguese troops, 
scoring important military victories 
and establishing their control in some 
areas of the country. 


In order to confront the armed strug- 
gle of the people of Mozambique, Gui- 
nea Bissau and Angola, the Portuguese 
regime has obtained the support and 
help of the principal imperialist pow- 
ers, which have supplied great quan- 
tities of modern armaments and the 
necessary financial resources, as well 
as the total support of NATO. In an 
overt and shameless manner, the Unit- 
ed States, the FRG, Great Britain, 
France and other imperialist countries 
as well as some African lackeys, sup- 
ply Portugal with the means and 
resources for repressing the African 


population of its colonies thus trying 
to prevent the liberation of these ter- 
ritories. Special note should be taken 
of the active support given by the 
racialist regimes of the Republic of 
South Africa and Rhodesia _(Zimba- 
bwe) to Portuguese colonialism in Mo- 
zambique in the political, financial and 
military fields. 


In view of this shameless inter- 
vention of the imperialist and colonial- 
ist powers in the African continent it 
is the inalienable duty of the progres- 
sive African governments, to give ef- 
fective support to and solidarize them- 
selves with the peoples engaged in 
armed struggle. 


The imperialists are trying to pre- 
vent this solidarity, and through their 
growing neocolonialist penetration neu- 
tralize the position of many African 
governments with regard to this strug- 
gle, and isolate the progressive govern- 
ments that endeavor to give assistance. 
As part of their maneuver, they even 
pretend that they support the elimi- 
nation of colonialism, and their spokes- 
men make pompous speeches at the 
international organizations on the right 
of these people to their independence. 


On the event of the commemoration 
this year of the IV anniversary of the 
inception of the armed struggle in Mo- 
zambique, the Executive Secretariat of 
the OSPAAAL reiterates its total 
solidarity with the fighters of the 
FRELIMO, and exhorts all the progres- 
sive African governments and all the 
revolutionary forces to increase their 
concrete and effective support of the 
people of Mozambique, who are waging 
a heroic battle against Portuguese 
colonialism. 


VIET-NAM: 
Example of Dignity 


LETTERS FROM OSMANY 
CIENFUEGOS, OSPAAAL 
SECRETARY GENERAL, TO HO 
CHI MINH AND NGUYEN HUU THO 


Comrade Ho Chi Minh 
President of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam. 

On the commemoration of the XXIII 
Anniversary of the founding of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam we 
send you and through you to all the 
Vietnamese people, party and govern- 
ment our most sincere congratulations, 
at the same time restating our firmest 
and most militant support to your just 
struggle against the Yankee aggres- 
sors. The extraordinary successes at- 
tained in your heroic struggle against 
the US imperialist aggression, defeat- 
ing the Yankee expeditionary army 
in the South and downing over 3100 
piratical aggressor planes in the nor- 
thern part of Viet-Nam constitutes for 
us the highest example of dignity, 
patriotism and love of freedom and 
independence as well as a permanent 
stimulus which encourages us to pur- 
sue our own struggle against the com- 
mon enemy of our peoples: Yankee 
imperialism and against its lackeys and 
accomplices throughout the world. On 
this new anniversary we reiterate 
once more our eternal solidarity with 
the Vietnamese people and our ab- 
solute confidence in them as we are 
convinced that they shall attain final 
victory in their struggle against the 
imperialist aggression. 


Comrade Nguyen Huu Tho 
Chairman of the 

Presidium of the Central Committee 
of the South Viet-Nam National Front 
for Liberation. 


On the occasion of the First An- 
niversary of the adoption of the Natio- 
nal Front for Liberation Political Pro- 
gram we wish to convey to the heroic 
combatants of the People’s Liberation 
Armed Forces and to the entire people 
of South Viet-Nam a warm message 
of support and solidarity from all the 
peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin Ame- 
rica. The NFL Political Program com- 
prises the ideals and aspirations of the 
people of South Viet-Nam in their 
struggle against the US imperialist ag- 
gressors and the traitorous Thie-Ky- 
Houng and under this banner the 
combatants and the whole South Viet- 
Nam population have engaged in new 
combats against the Yankee expedition- 
ary army and their lackeys who have 
been defeated over and over again and 
driven into the cities, where they are 
also being defeated. The heroic and 
victorious offensives launched by the 
PLAF and the rural and urban popula- 
tion of South Viet-Nam since the 
beginning of the year express the 
unbending determination of the South 
Vietnamese people of carrying out the 
NFL Political Program for the total 
defeat of the US aggressors, the liber- 
ation of the South and the reunifica- 
tion of the Fatherland. On this First 
Anniversary of the adoption of the 
NFL Political Program we reaffirm to 
you, to the whole Vietnamese people 
and the combatants of the PLAF our 
full confidence and our pledge of mak- 
ing our support and solidarity with 
your just and heroic struggle in- 
creasingly effective. 
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Israel’s 
Repeated 
Ageressions 


In 1948 the Israelis occupied by force 
the major portion of the Palestinian 
territory and drove from their home- 
land over a million Palestinians, who 
have been living during the past 20 
years as refugees —sheltered in tents— 
and in all that time world consciousness 
has not started any sort of campaign 
to reestablish the right of the people 
of Palestine to their homeland, while 
the Israeli invasion continues in Pa- 
lestine and the flux of Zionist-colonial- 
ist immigrants to that region is like- 
wise intensified. 

In 1956 Israel invaded Sinai, carrying 
out, in this way, a new agression 
against Egypt in the War of Suez, as 
further proof that it constitutes a 
colonialist base in that region. Its acts 
in the Gulf of Akaba were the result 
of that aggression, and everything 
based on an illegal premise is, of 
course, illegitimate. 

In 1967, at the time of the June 5 
aggression against the Arab nations, 
Israel furthered its plans of invasion 
and occupation against the Arab peo- 
ples and the Palestinian territory by 
occupying —with the support of US 
imperialism— the Cisjordan sector of 
the Palestinian territory, Sinai in the 


United Arab Republic, and Golan in 
the Syrian territory. 

The US support to the Israeli ag- 
gression and the repeated declarations 
which the leaders of the United States 
government frequently make, as well 
as the thousands of millions of dollars 
which the United States of North 
America furnished to Israel, are a 
clear proof that Israel is an imperial- 
ist base imbedded in the Arab home- 
land. 

Israel repeatedly refuses to with- 
draw from the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories, and continues carrying out its 
persecution against the people of Pa- 
lestine, going so far as to start foun- 
ding new settlements in these terri- 
tories. 


The Israeli authorities have now 
declared that the present cease-fire 
lines are the natural frontiers for Is- 
rael, and in this way they are trampling 
upon all international laws, and reaf- 
firming once more their will to expand 
their racist invasion of the Arab ter- 
ritories. 

Israel has evicted tens of thousands 
of Palestinians from their homes in 
Gaza, Jerusalem, Toul Karm and other 
Palestinian cities, thus committing un- 
heard of crimes against the Arab peo- 
ple of Palestine. 


Thousands of Palestinians are now 
languishing in the Israeli prisons (si- 
milar to Nazi concentration camps) 
where they are subjected to inhuman 
treatment, accused of cooperating 
with the liberation struggle now being 
waged by the Palestinians against the 
atrocious occupation. 

Since the aggression of June 5, 1967, 
Israel has ousted 400,000 Palestinians 
from their homes. 


Faced with these atrocities and 
these crimes commited by Israel 
against the Arab people of Palestine 
and the Arab nations, the OSPAAAL 
confirms: 


1—That Israel is an imperialist and 
racist base in the Middle East, 
sponsored and supported by U.S. 
imperialism, the FRG and other 
imperialist powers. 


2—That all revolutionary organizations 
and socialist and progressive govern- 
ments should give the firmest moral, 
material and military support to the 
heroic struggle of the Palestinian 
people for their liberation, especially 
to the organizations such as Al 
Fatah, that are developing armed 
struggle, and to the revolutionary 
Arab governments in their just 
struggle for the liberation of their 
homeland from the Israeli-impe- 
rialist occupation. 


3—That, for the time being, Israel must 
unconditionally withdraw from the 
Arab territories occupied after June 
5, 1967 and cease its persecutions 
against the people of Palestine, 
which are aimed at their expulsion 
from their homeland. 


4—That for the sake of the Arab peo- 
ple’s interests a political solution 
based on reconciliation or vital con- 
cessions by their revolutionary cause, 
is not acceptable. At the present the 
only possible solution for the Arab peo- 

ple and in particular for Palestine 


is armed revolutionary confronta- 
tion and the intensification of the 
struggle against imperialism, its 
Israeli and reactionary Arab a- 
gents, until they attain their defi- 
nitive liberation and unity in the 
political, economic and social plane. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
OF THE OSPAAAL 


. QU RUIG, SOLO) E re sel ete ee 


This great humanity has 


said: ENOUGH! 


— — — — 


JORNADA MUNDIAL DE SOLIDARIDAD 
con MOZAMBIQUE 25 de septiembre de 1968 


JOURNEE MONDIALE DE SOLIDARITE 
AVEC LE MOZAMBIQUE s septembre 1968 


WORLD DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH 
MOZPMBIQUE september 25 1968 


sto GAY Colts. 


JORNADA DE SOLIDARIDAD CON LAOS OCTUBRE 12 - DAY OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH LAOS OCTOBER 12 - JOURNEE DE SOLIDARITE 
AVEC LAOS 12 OCTOBRE - CO’ UY uw) 


— 


